
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

FYI 

Salyer, Kathleen[Salyer.Kathleen@epa.gov] 
Huetteman, Tom 
Thur 10/2/2014 11:38:05 PM 
FW: KPCC: New law turns up heat on troubled Exide plant in Vernon 

Tom Huetteman, Assistant Director 

RCRA Branch, Land Division, USEP A Region 9 

415-972-3751 

From: Huetteman, Tom 
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 4:37PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal; Jones, Joel E. 
Cc: Scott, Jeff; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; Gross, Barbara; Armann, Steve 
Subject: RE: KPCC: New law turns up heat on troubled Exide plant in Vernon 

We talked to DTSC this morning and they mentioned this. Not much heat! More than a year! 
This gives them more time than they may have been feeling from the current pressures. 

Tom Huetteman, Assistant Director 

RCRA Branch, Land Division, USEP A Region 9 

415-972-3751 

From: Mogharabi, Nahal 
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 4:27PM 
To: Jones, Joel E.; Huetteman, Tom 
Subject: KPCC: New law turns up heat on troubled Exide plant in Vernon 

New law turns up heat on troubled Exide plant in Vernon 
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An embattled lead battery recycling plant in Vern on has operated for decades on a temporary 
permit, but a law signed by Governor Brown has set a deadline for the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control to make a decision on whether to issue a final permit to Exide Technologies. 

The bill by Senator Ricardo Lara requires that the DTSC make its decision by December 31, 
2015. 

Community organizers said they were hoping that the deadline would be earlier but were still 
glad one had been set. 

"It's longer than we hoped for, but given that it's been decades in the making, it's at least a 
deadline that we can see," said Maya Golden-Krasner, a staff attorney for Communities for a 
Better Environment. 

It's unclear what steps would be necessary for the plant to receive a final permit. Exide denied a 
request for comment, and a DTSC spokesperson said no representatives from his agency were 
available to speak. 

Exide Technologies took over operations at the plant in 2000 and applied for a full permit in 
2006, but its application has had several problems because it hasn't adequately addressed 
required lead cleanup. 

The plant halted operations in March while it worked to upgrade pollution controls at the site and 
has remained inoperative since then. 

The company has agreed to orders of abatement with the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District, designed to limit toxic air pollution from the site. 
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Golden-Krasner said her organization hopes that the plant will remain closed. 

"Our members hope that the decision will be that they should not be operating - that they 
cannot comply with environmental laws," Golden-Krasner said. "They have not so far been able 
to comply with environmental laws." 

Nahal Mogharabi 
Public Affairs Specialist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 1 Los Angeles 
D: 213-244-18151 C: 213-514-43611 E:mogharabi.nahal@epa.gov 
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